
     Senate bill 1951 is a comprehensive bill that provides the needed services and protection for victims of human trafficking.  House bill 3483 punishes the traffickers as they should be punished.  Both establishes a task force.  The senate version creates a stronger and comprehensive trust fund for the victims.  We can combine the best aspects of both bills to create a substantial bill that the Commonwealth can be proud of.  

     The safeharbor clause should cover all trafficking victims, not just minors.  It is not right that an 18 year old is charged with a crime even though he or she may have been enticed by a trafficker when they were a minor. The care that these victims receive should not be subject to appropriation.; therefore, Mr. McGee’s amendment to Senate Bill 1950 should be maintained.  H3483 also recognizes the need for gender based services for exploited youths.  Another way to approach this problem is to lower the sentencing and lower the fines for those caught prostituting. This approach has worked in Sweden. 

    An amendment to the senate bill would establish a John school creating an important weapon in tackling the demand side of the problem.  A recent study by ABT revealed that the John School in San Francisco reduces recidivism by thirty percent at not cost to the city.  It would also deter people caught soliciting a prostitute from entering the prison system.  More importantly it will change the thinking of John’s who may think prostitution is a victimless crime and may help them realize that prostitutes are people and not objects.  A recent study by Melissa Farley, the director of Prostitution Research and Education, shows that Johns view that the payment of services gives them the right to degrade and assault women.  One John is quoted as saying that, “you get to treat a ho like a ho” while another John says that you get “unquestionable obedience” from a girl describing it as an intoxicating drug.  

    Training is an important tool in the prevention of the problem.  We not only need to train law enforcement officials but also social service providers and the general public through the health curriculum at schools and through notices in public spaces.  It will not only help prevent people from being victimized, but it will also help the public identify victims and would be traffickers.  Often times, it is the public that are the first responders to the problem.  

     More nongovernment organizations are needed to be part of the task force because they offer a unique perspective to the problem.  Victims are more forthcoming of their experiences to caseworkers.  Some victims come from countries where the police cannot be trusted or are even complicit in the problem so they may not tell their entire story.  These organizations also know the challenges that victims face and the steps needed for them to be able to stand on their own.  If they cannot find jobs to support themselves, they are in danger of falling back into slavery costing the state even more money when they are picked up again.  

    These are a few important parts of the bill that needs to be preserved in the unified bill.  The victims deserve a strong bill that gives them a chance to live independent lives.  We owe it to them.  

