Greetings Senator
The recent kidnapping and forced prostitution of a Quincy teen highlighted the fact that human trafficking is a growing problem in the Commonwealth. I am writing to urge you and your colleagues on the Senate Ways and Mean Committee to support Senate Bill 820 – a bill that would ensure services are provided to human trafficking victims and traffickers are brought to justice.
Human Traffickers are so bold that they tried to recruit a City Councilor while she was waiting for a subway at the Back Bay T-station last fall. The reason for their audacity is that they currently do not face sufficient consequences for their crimes. The Massachusetts legislature has started to address this problem with the passing of H3470 by the House of Representatives, but we need to do more. 

S820 provides better protections for victims and stronger deterrents for traffickers by:

Victim Services:  In their 2007 report, the Connecticut General Assembly Task Force on Trafficking of Persons noted, “(i)t may sometimes take months before a victim will admit to being trafficked.” Trust is gained through the work of case managers who tend to the needs of victims. It is only through trust that the victim will admit that they were trafficked, paving the way for a testimony in court. The victims’ testimony is crucial in proving coercion, a critical element in defining the case as trafficking. Without it, the trafficker may get off with a lesser crime. This bill also enables organizations providing services to victims to meet their needs throughout the aftercare process, yielding better outcomes for victims and also the likelihood that they are able to testify against their traffickers.  
Anti-Trafficking Trust Fund:  There is a need to establish an anti-human trafficking trust fund which funds services that will help victims immediately after they are rescued. If they do not receive immediate services, there is a higher risk of the victim running from the area and losing their testimony in court, which endangers the case. This trust fund should be funded by the seizure of any assets used by the trafficker to run his or her business; this language can be found in Senate Bill 820.  
Human Trafficking Task Force:  More non-government organizations need to be on the Human Trafficking Task Force so that the needs of victims can be better understood. If their needs are not addressed, it is likely that the victims will fall back into ‘the life’. This will also allow law enforcement agencies to communicate and build trust with the organizations that provide victim services.
Businesses Held Accountable:  It is critical that ‘business entities’, as defined by Senate Bill 820, are held accountable to this new law and not just ‘corporations’. Many trafficking cases are run through small businesses like the recent cases at the nail salons of Springfield or the massage parlors in East Longmeadow.
I appreciate your partnership and ensuring services are provided for victims and traffickers are brought to justice.

Sincerely,
